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Ref   : Academics 
Dept   : Curriculum 
Contact : Mrs. H Koen 
Date  : 24 May 2019  
 

 

Dear Parent(s) 

We are already busy with the Grade 7 exams and on Monday our Grade 4, 5 and 6 learners 

are starting exams too. We found it necessary to talk about exams, tests and incidents that 

occur about this frequently frankly. 

The school curriculum team has spent time looking at all the queries and feels that we may 

need to communicate with our parents in more detail on the subject. 

Our teachers, subject heads and curriculum heads regularly undergo severe criticism from 

some parents. Our staff, on the other hand, are also held responsible by the WCED (Subject 

Advisors and Assessment Managers) to follow specific guidelines and in particular to include 

a specific percentage of higher order questions in the papers. (This is a focus that has come 

through strongly over the past two years). 

The curriculum program of Eversdal Primary School is questioned by a few parents and this 
usually happens around tests and exams. The questioning/complaints do not even represent 
1% of our parent corps, but we feel that it is necessary that we highlight certain issues, as 
other parents may also wonder. 

This "questioning" is often based on a similar frame of reference, namely: 

a) Parents whose children are usually top performers (codes 6 and 7). 

b) The above-mentioned children often experience great pressure to perform and 
become very emotional if their marks do not meet expectations. 

c) Where parents have an abnormal focus on learner performance (our staff usually 
know exactly who the parents/learners are); 

d) From discussions it is often clear that these parents prefer that papers are mainly 
content-based. 

e) Questions of insight/higher order thinking questions are often questioned. (Higher 
order thinking questions cannot always be "learned" or coached. A child either 
understands or he/she does not.) 

f) The expectation is sometimes that the marker must "interpret" what the learner says, 
even if the answer is not always on the page. We certainly cannot convince all parents 
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that marks and results of tests/exams are not the alpha and omega of the primary 
school education process. Some parents often have their own opinion on good 
education practice. We would like to invite you to read the report that Mr Arangies set 
up after his recent visit to Finland.  

In the report you will find a better insight for a success recipe in primary school for good 
achievements at age 17; 18; 19 and beyond. 

http://www.eversdal.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/FINLAND-2019-
TERUGVOERING.pdf 

There is a reason why the children in Finland's academic results (at senior level) are among 
the highest in the world. The principles that determine the success of their education system 
are also an important foundation of the goals of the South African Education System. 

Unfortunately, the South African Education System is failing our learners in this regard, as the 
goals are not sufficiently supported (financially and training) to make it happen in practice. At 
Eversdal Primary School, we do get it right to make these goals happen in our teaching 
systems - sometimes with strong opposition from some. 

When some parents question our teachers, it is important to note the following principles: 
Eversdal Primary School is among the top 3 performing schools in District North. (These are 
among schools that also have similar parenting corps to us). 

1. We have just received confirmation of the above in our Grade 3 and 6 systemic results. 
The systemic test are done in Mathematics and Home Language.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. We receive very positive feedback from the Department on our vision and what we want to 
achieve. (Refer to the school's vision on our website). 

3. Our focus is to develop the whole child and utilize our time so that our children are prepared 
for the demands of the 4th Industrial Revolution (4IR). It will therefore mean that children will 
often not be able to answer an insight question. 

http://www.eversdal.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/FINLAND-2019-TERUGVOERING.pdf
http://www.eversdal.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/FINLAND-2019-TERUGVOERING.pdf
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4. A “clever” child (according to old primary school standards) is not always the child who 
excels after school in tertiary education. 

5. Many children in primary school often show incredible insight and have the ability to apply 
common sense, but sometimes struggle with learning and reproducing facts and do not always 
do so well in their exams and tests (a legion reasons can be pointed out for this). These 
children often emerge as achievers. (later in their lives) 

6. “Clever” is not equivalent to 80% +. (Certainly not in primary school). 

As always in our correspondence, we want to make it clear that sometimes the following 
happens: 

• Teachers sometimes do ill-considered things; 
• Teachers also make mistakes; 
• Occasionally, a “weak paper” slips through; 
• There will sometimes be a mistake in marking papers due to different interpretations. 
 

In the above case we will recognize errors and make the 
necessary corrections. We enclose instructions with the letter 
(Appendix A) that we received regarding the procedures during 
tests and exams. We do not agree with everything, as some of 
the rules do not make any positive contribution to the child's 
development. Below is an example of the instructions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We especially have a problem with point S that we have a problem with. We feel it is a good 

practice to read at least the full paper to Grade 4 learners before they start writing. 

If one looks at the Finnish model where no formal tests and/or exams are written until before 

age 16, one can assume that the main purpose of exams/tests in our context is to teach 

children the skills to handle different types of questions and to function in test and examination 

situations. Content rendering and remembering is a secondary (less important) objective of 

exams and tests. 

We realize that some parents do not believe in the approach and believe that a child should 

be pressed to perform and compete from an early age. However, those do not realize what 

impact this pressure has on a young, developing child (6-16). 

It works for some children, but psychology makes it clear that unhealthy pressure on 

performance (or comparison with performance) has a negative impact on most children and 

leads to many of the behavioural disorders that teenagers often experience. Many parents 
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argue that the "old education system" and way of doing things worked for them and turned out 

well. 

We would like to conclude with the following quote from Ari Pokka's book "TOPCLASS - 

Finnish School Leadership and Management". Ari is the president of IFP (International 

Confederation of Principals), a principal, teacher and writer. 

The following quote comes from his book: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We don't want to upset our parents, but we just want to emphasize that our school strives for 
a philosophy around education and teaching that has been tested in high-functioning 
education systems around the world and we realize that sometimes it is quite different from 
what we (parents and teachers) as learners have experienced. 

 
Regards 
 
 
GYS BURGER      C DE BEER 
EVERSDAL PRIMARY SCHOOL:    EVERSDAL PRIMARY SCHOOL: 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL     DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
 

HILOISE KOEN      CECILE SWART 
EVERSDAL PRIMARY SCHOOL:   EVERSDAL PRIMARY SCHOOL:  
HEAD OF CURRICULUM (IFSEN)   HEAD OF CURRICULUM (FP)  
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